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Sunday Services: 
 

10.00 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION 
with Hymns & Sermon 

 

Every fourth Sunday in the month: 

10.00 a.m.  MORNING SERVICE 
with Hymns & Sermon 

(No Communion) 
 

Details of extra Services and 
special Family Services 

as advertised 
 

WeekdayService: 
A Service of Holy Communion is held 
each week on Thursday at 9.45 a.m. 

(please note the change of time of service) 
 
 

All enquiries for BAPTISMS and WEDDINGS to the 
Vicar 

 
 
 



 
PANDITA MARY RAMABAI - A CONVERT 
INTO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH FROM THE 

HINDU RELIGION 
 
 

The Book ‘Celebrating the Saints, compiled and introduced by 
Robert Atwell with Daily Spiritual Readings to accompany the 
Calendars of the Church of England’, mentions Mary Ramabai as 
a convert and reformer. Her life is celebrated on 30th April every 
year. 
Mary Ramabai was born in 1858 in Western India. Her father 
Anant Shastry, was a Sanskrit (an ancient Indian Language) 
scholar of the caste of Chittapan Brahmins (an upper caste in 
Hinduism) and follower of the Bhakti faith (Hindu Devotional 
faith). Her father believed in the education of women, with the 
result that from the age of eight Ramabai was instructed in 
Sanskrit literature.  
Sadly Ramabai’s father, mother and sister died of starvation 
within months of one another leaving only herself and her brother. 
They moved to Calcutta (now known as Kolkata), then the capital 
city of India. It was here for the first time they came in contact 
with Christianity. They also met learned Pundits (Hindu scholar 
Priests) who asked her to lecture to women on their duties 
according to the Shastras (Hindu religious guidance). Mary 
Ramabai became well-known as a lecturer on social questions, 
becoming the first woman to be awarded the title ‘Pandita’.  
While studying the books of Hindu laws for preparing her 
lectures, Ramabai was struck by the fact that, although the 
sacred books were inconsistent on many things, they were 
unanimous in holding that women as a class were bad, worse 
indeed than demons. Their only hope of liberation from millions of 
rebirths and suffering was through the worship of a husband, with 
no other pleasure in life than the most degraded slavery to him. 
Women had no right to study the Vedas (Hindu scripture), and 
without knowing them no one could know Brahma (God); without 



knowing Brahma no one could obtain liberation. Therefore no one 
could obtain liberation whilst incarnate as a woman.     
This led her to associate with a Hindu reformist group, and 
eventually embrace Christianity. The Anglo-Catholic sisters of the 
Community of St. Mary the Virgin (Wantage), were responsible 
for her conversion. Mary Ramabai was a member of the Church 
of England but she continued to regard herself culturally as a 
Hindu. She was ecumenical in her understanding of the Church. 
She welcomed ministers of all Christian denominations to 
conduct worship in the great church which she was to build for 
widows and orphans.  
She was a liberated soul and an outspoken person. In one of her 
letter to a fellow sister, she said: 

“I am not bound to accept every word that falls down from 
the lips of priests and bishops; I have just freed myself 
from the yoke of the Indian priestly tribe. … I must be 
allowed to think for myself. God has given me an 
independent conscience. … You are all too learned and 
too spiritual, too wise, too faithful to your faith which you 
profess from your childhood, to understand my difficulties 
in accepting wholly the religion taught by you. You never 
had the experience of choosing another religion which was 
foreign to you as I have”. 

 
The converts in India were influenced by the simplicity of the 
earthly life of Jesus Christ and not by an elaborate hierarchy of 
the Church. They believed that Jesus is the ultimate revelation 
and for this belief they had to suffer isolation and become alien 
amongst their own people. 
 
Many converts Like Ramabai and Sadhu Sunder Singh were 
rooted in Christ but related to their soil. 
  
John Steinbeck, a Christian theologian, in his studies on 
conversion, particularly involving transition of traditions observes 
that, when 
 



“Someone leaves one major religious tradition for 
another…these changes is typified as a change in 
worldview rather than in personal orientation and self-
transcendent experience. Such transitions are painful and 
yield some form of syncretism.” 

 
Ramabai was pre-eminent among Indian women for her time as a 
social and educational reformer, Sanskrit scholar and translator 
of the Bible. She was devout in her faith and saved thousands of 
women and girls from lives of misery. 
We rejoice and thank God for the life and witness of Pandit Mary 
Ramabai and many other converts into Christian faith from Hindu 
religion in India. 
 
The writer of Hebrew in chapter 12:1-2: exhorts us to focus on 
our life of witness as Christians. The writer says, 
 

“… since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance 
and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for 
the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” 
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======================================================

MONDAY CLUB Notes for September & October 2018 

We hope everyone has enjoyed a good summer break. 

Belated good wishes to Maureen Knott on her special birthday 
and we wish our friend Peter Greaves a happy 80th birthday. 
We send our sympathy to Howard and Denise on the loss of 
Howard’s mum Sylvia, a lovely lady and past member of Monday 
Club. 
Our 1st meeting is 10th September and is ‘Flower Power’ please 
wear a flower or bright floral attire. There will be a light supper. 
Future dates: 
1st October ‘Rags, Bones and Donkey Stones’ Harold Hoggarth 
29th October ‘Life on the Inside’ JP Judith Scott 
 
A note from Kath Brown to friends and ladies of the Monday Club: 
I would like to say thank you to everyone for the beautiful flowers, 
good wishes and pretty cards I received to celebrate my 
admission to the ‘Octogenarian Club’. Thank you so much!  

       June and Denise 

From our Curate: Revd Joanne Macholc 
 

On our recent summer travels along the 
A6 in Cumbria, we saw a sign pointing to 
Shap Abbey so decided to take a detour 
to investigate, having never heard of it 
before.  It was quite early in the morning 
on a beautiful summer day as we came 
across the ruins.  We were alone and 

able to enjoy the tranquillity of the place that gave testimony to 
Christian witness through the centuries.  It was the perfect place 
to say Morning Prayer to energise us for the day ahead of 
climbing the Howgill fells. 
 
Like so many others, the abbey became the victim of the 
dissolution of the monasteries and is now a ruin.  It might be easy 



to conclude that God is no longer at work in the place and that his 
action was confined to a past era.  However, my readings from 
morning prayer as I write this article remind us firmly that this is 
not so.  God is not tied to buildings and places we fashion.  God 
reminds Nathan that he was always moved with his people in 
their wanderings after they had been freed from slavery in Egypt, 
he did not require a house built of cedar (2 Samuel 7.4-7).  In his 
speech to the Jews (Acts 7) apostle Stephen reminds them that 
God does not dwell in houses made with human hands; through 
prophet Isaiah God declares: 
 
 “Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool.”   

(Acts 7.49) 
God continues to be present at Shap Abbey, even its ruins, but 
by his spirit he is active in the whole world, accompanying is 
people and not confined to just the places we build or where we 
gather. Whilst our buildings might be a special place and focus 
for us, we must not restrict God to them. Let us have open hearts, 
ears and minds to see the signs of grace of our God who is 
already active in the world beyond our human buildings and calls 
us to share in his mission. 
In Christian love 
 
Rev Joanne 
 
(PS if you are near Shap Abbey it is well worth a detour as is the 
Abbey Café in the village!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community engagement  
 
In July St Stephen’s were very pleased to welcome to our church 
year 10 girls and staff from the Islamiyah school and ladies from 
the Little Harwood Curry.  The purpose of our gathering was to 
span the generations over tea and cake and get to know our 
neighbours a little better. It was a wonderful occasion and our 
own star bakers and the girls came up with the most delicious 
and abundant array of home-made cake you could ever wish to 
see.  The conversation flowed among the 40 or so people 
gathered as old acquaintances were rekindled and new contacts 

were formed. The noise of 
the chatter was a joy to 
behold.   There was a strong 
desire for all involved to 
develop the friendships and 
have a further gathering 
perhaps in the Autumn.   A 
big thank you to all the 
bakers and brewer-uppers! 

 
On Thursday 16th July we were very pleased to host a team of 16 
years old and their leaders from the National Citizenship Scheme 
(NCS) who spent a full day with us as part of their programme to 
mix with people in different contexts to their own.  The team help 
set up and serve lunches and afterwards they hosted bingo and a 
quiz, kindly providing the prizes.  After they had helped clear 
away we spent over an hour and a half picking up 32 full bags of 
litter from the recreation area as they focussed on issues in the 
wider community where the church is located.  On the following 
day, based on the theme of food, the team did its own awareness 
raising of the foodbanks we support and had a collection outside 
Morrisons to gather donations of non perishable food.  
 
We certainly enjoyed having them at lunch club and they all got 
stuck in helping and chatting to people and we had great fun with 



 

the bingo and quiz, which went to a tie-breaker. I hope it has 
given them insights and skills (not only in waiting on, bingo calling 
and napkin folding!) that they can build on in the years to come.   
They all reported that they had learnt so many positive things 
from the day and found it hugely beneficial.  I hope our brief 
encounter has been mutually beneficial and that we might be able 
to repeat it in years to come.  Many thanks to the Joan and the 
Lunch Club team for their support of the youngsters and to 
Tracey for organising the litter pick. 

 

 
 

Rev Joanne 
 
 

 
St Stephens 

Primary School 

 
 

The staff and pupils of St Stephen’s school have been enjoying 

their summer holidays over the last few weeks.  Our thoughts and 

prayers are with them as they return to for the beginning of a new 

school year.  We think especially of the new pupils coming into 

Reception class and for new members of staff. Also we think of 

the former year 6 pupils who will be starting in the big new world 

of secondary school. 

 



We look forward to welcoming the school into church for their 

harvest celebrations later in the month. 

 

Rev Joanne 

 

****************** 
 
 

Snippet from a 1942 friendship book 
 
I will follow the uphill road today, 
I will keep my face to the light. 
I will think high thoughts as I go my way; 
I will do what I know to be right. 

  
I will look for the flowers beside the road; 
I will laugh and love and be strong; 
I will open my eyes to the beauty of life 
This day as I fare along. 

 

 
 

Our Monthly Quiz 
takes place at: 

St Michael’s Worship 
Centre 

at 7.30pm 
 

Friday 28
th
 September 2018 

Friday 26
th
 October 2018 

Friday 10
th
 November 2018 

 

Entrance fee: £3.50 
all proceeds to church funds 

Thank you to all Quiz masters and contestants for your invaluable support 
Jean Smith 

 



MOTTO: 

Be thankful for the opportunity to be thankful. 

 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Meeting 21st August 2018 
 

It was agreed to hold a special morning service on 11th November 
to commemorate the end of WW1. With a vigil to be held on the 
previous Friday at 7pm on 9th November 2018 - with a decision 
yet to be made on how to respectfully dismantle the crosses on 
the memorial.  
 
On 11th September at 7.30 – 8pm the PCC will have a short 
meeting then joint PCC meeting with St James at St James 
Church.    
On 18th September the PCC will meet in church at 6pm and after 
sharing a meal will discuss the `Mission Action Plan’ for the next 
five years.  

 

Anne Thornber ,  Secretary, PCC 
 
 
 
 

Service of Remembrance 
 

 

Sunday,11th November 2018 
 

10.30 am  in church 
and afterwards 

the Laying of the Wreath Little 
Harwood 

Memorial Clock Tower. 
 

 



 

 

Garden update 

The heatwave has taken its toll on the gardens, with all plants 
gasping for water! Some, thankfully, have survived. 

We are very grateful to Jean Johnson (nee Croasdale)  - Akela 
1940’s/50’s  ...who has donated four Cotswold stone planters, 
which will be placed at the main entrance to Church......and also 
many thanks to Margaret Lewis .....Guide Leader 
1940s/50s........who has paid for two elegant Buxus bushes  - now 
planted in two of them.  Much appreciation to Jean and Margaret 
for their generosity. 

We intend to get down to some gardening again as the 
temperature drops! 

Wally, June and Barbara. 

Church Flowers for 
September and October 2018 

 

Altar 
 

2nd Sept  in loving memory of Joseph King 
16th Sept  Mrs Norma Fox 
28th October  in loving memory of Mavis Macdonald 

Pedestal  

2nd Sept  in loving memory of Joseph King 
9th Sept  Maureen Knott 
16th Sept  Mrs June Dunbar 
23rd Sept  Mrs Margaret Lewis 
30th Sept  Mrs Margaret Wilson 
28th October  in loving memory of Mavis Macdonald 

Thank you to all who donate to the cost of flowers.  There are 
some vacancies on the flower list, and your donations really help to 

keep flowers in Church on vacant dates. 



 

CHURCH CLEANING 
September/October 2018  

 
3rd Sept Marian Harrison, June Dunbar, Jean Jackson 

(R), Barbara Hanslip  
 

10th/17th Sept  Joan Whaley, Margaret Wilson, 
Irene Watson, Steven Phillips,  
Barbara Pickin, Nan Smith 
 

24th Sept/1st Oct Linda Ingham, Sheila Jacques, Norma Fox 
 

8th/15th Oct Marian Harrison, June Dunbar, Jean Jackson 
(R), Barbara Hanslip 
 

22nd/29th Oct  Joan Whaley, Margaret Wilson, 
Irene Watson, Steven Phillips,  
Barbara Pickin, Nan Smith 

 

ST STEPHEN’S IN THE COMMUNITY: 
 
FOOD BANK     and 
Thanks to all the people who 
continually donate to Nightsafe 
and the Food Bank. It really is 
appreciated. 

 

Following the talk from “Nightsafe” at the Monday Club, we asked for 
suggestions for useful items.  IDEAS PUT FORWARD: 

Men’s socks 
Boxer shorts 
Ladies’ briefs 

Towels 
single duvets & 
covers 
 

Single sheets and 
pillow cases 
double knitting wool 
 

Tuna  
Pasta 
Sugar 
Dried milk 

Tin openers (55p from 
Wilko – no use having 
a tin if you can’t open 
it!) 

Coffee (for the café – 
most young people 
prefer coffee) 



The quality of being kind and generous / and a willingness to give help 
and support. It is also a quality that's a lot like unselfishness. Obviously 
my friends at St Stephens already know the meaning. 
Many thanks once again for all the food etc you give to Nightsafe and 
the Food Bank. 
Also for the blankets, kindly donated by a team of willing knitters, who 
provide the wool and I think enjoy the time it takes to make them. 
Special thanks to the lady who stitches them all together. Besides 
adding a touch of colour the blankets help to keep the young people 
warm in the cold weather. 
Co-coordinators: Linda Ingham and Reg Smith 

 
Used Stamps  

 
 
 

We now collect used stamps in 
Church for the Leprosy Mission. 
Thank you to everybody who 
continues to save your used stamps. 
The leprosy society are very grateful 
for all our efforts. 
Norma and Linda 

 

Luncheon Club  

 

Catering for the Senior Citizens of the Parish 
The Luncheon Club is very much enjoyed and 
appreciated by all who attend.     Many thanks to 
all who help every week. Our Luncheon Club 
takes place each Thursday at 12 noon. 

  

Community Café  

 

Every Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday, from 10 a.m.  Tea and Toast in 
the Lounge 

 

  

Vision Aid Overseas 

 This organisation is a nationwide spectacle 
collection scheme which operates to raise money 
for Vision Aid Overseas and to ensure spectacles 
are recycled in an environmentally-friendly way. 



 To help with this worthy cause, if you have any old spectacles, please 
will you place them in the basket at the back of the Church? 
 

Maryvale Mother and Baby Home 

Our collecting box at the back of Church is for on-going support; 
however, baby food, equipment or household items cannot be 
accepted.  The items they would appreciate are:  

¶ New or good-as-new 0-12 months baby clothes/cot sheets & 
blankets; 

¶ Nappies and Wipes; 

¶ Unopened toiletries 
 

The Church Stall 

 It is now over three years since the Church Stall 
was introduced, and it is still going strong!  This is 
due to the many generous – and regular – 
donations of a variety of goods which are offered 
for sale at very reasonable prices.  All this  

attracts interest to regulars and visitors to our church, with new items 
on the stall almost every week.  After two months, unsold items are 
usually taken to a charity shop, but in the near future, we may set up a 
stall, maybe somewhere in Little Harwood, for a half day to give the 
community the chance to ‘grab a bargain’.  Worth a try! 
So much appreciation to everyone who donates goodies, buys, 
supports and helps with the continued success of the fundraising effort.  
It raises over £400 each year.  

June Steele 
 
 

Book and Jigsaw exchange 

 Our Book Exchange is held in Church each week 
after the Church Services.  Thank you to 
everyone who donated books (and Jigsaws) – the 
scope of our Book Exchange library is excellent!   

If you haven’t already done so, please do come and ‘join’ the already 
enthusiastic ‘members’!  It costs £1 for your first book, and only 50p if 
you bring one back to exchange. 

 



IN LOVING MEMORY 

 

September & October 2018 
3rd Sept Arthur Horsfield age 76yrs 

12th Sept  Dorothy Edmundson age 60yrs 

15th Sept Herbert Seddon Ainsworth age 87yrs 

21st Sept  Gertie Rhodes age 72yrs 

6th October Sissy Harwood  age 71 yrs 

17th October  Thomas Thornber age 65yrs 

28th October  John Ross Macleod age 75yrs 

 
 
50 Years ago in 1968…… 
 

The New Communion Service book had been in use at St. Stephen's 

since August. There was a mixed reaction to it. The Vicar commented 

in his letter that it would take time for people to get used to it and at the 

moment it was just a trial.  He also paid tribute to 3 church members 

who had died in Sept/Oct. The first was Mrs Dorothy Edmundson who 

was teacher in the Infant school, Mothers Union Enrolling Member and 

an active member of the PCC for many years. In October Mr Thomas 

Thornber died. He had been a member of the choir for 14yrs.Then at 

the end of the month Mr John Ross Macleod. Mr Macleod was for many 

tears the well respected Leader of the Men’s Class. 

 

Holy Baptism  

September 8th  Stuart, son of Nigel and Norma Mary Hindle 

 

Ian, son of Peter & Kathleen Mary Knowles 

Julie Ann, daughter of George & Florence May 

Sharpe 

Curtis Lee, son on Francis Dean 7 Barbara Elizabeth 

Almond 

September 22nd  Beverley Jayne, daughter of Bryan Douglas and 

Carole Margaret Ainsworth 

October 13th  Lee Anthony, son of Brian and Maureen Smith 



October 20th  Cathryn Jane, daughter of Leslie and Kathleen 

Slater 

October 27th  Paul Anthony, son of Kenneth and Elaine Boardman 

 

 

 

 
Holy Matrimony 

 
August 31st  John Taggart & Christine Barnes 

 Alan Barnes Duckworth & June Irene Mary Bolton 

September 17th  Neil Jeremy Guy Field & Joan Elaine 

Lancaster 

September 21st  Bernard Trevor rouse & Cheryl Lorraine Lancaster 

 Barry Saxon & Glenis Elizabeth Croasdale 

September 28th  Roy Kenyon & Pamela Helen Webster 

 David Walmsley & Linda White 

 Richard Dunleavy & Patricia Crossland 

October 5th  Neil Macmorrine & Sandra Mary Pickin 

October 12th  Michael Peter Tattersall & Maralyn June Dewhurst 

October 19th  Alan Webster & Pauline Cherry 

October 26th  Harold Harris & Annie Green 

 Sidney Jackson & Pamela Bernadette Harrison 

 
         
   

 

St Stephen’s Buildings 100 draw – made in July 
   
1st prize  £100 no.39 

 
 

2nd prize £50  no.6 
3rd prize  £30 no.53 
4th prize £20 no.61 

Next Draw week beginning 10th September then week 
beginning October 8th. 



Who’s who  

Vicar Rev Canon Dr Arun Andrew John 
St James Vicarage, Cromer Place 
Blackburn 
Tel: 01254 51864 
 

SSM Assistant Curate Rev. Joanne Macholc 
email: revjmacholc@gmail.com 
 

Churchwarden Mrs Joan Bolton 
Tel: 722091 
 

Licensed Lay Reader Mr Reg Smith  
Tel: 209853 
 

PCC Secretary Mrs Anne Thornber  
Tel: 496192 
 

Treasurer Mrs Sheila Jacques 
Tel: 249107 
 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Jean Smith 
Tel: 209853 
 

Gift Aid Secretary  Mrs Margaret Lewis 
 

Luncheon Club/Café  Mrs Joan Bolton and Mrs Anne Thornber 
 

Monday Club Mrs Sheila Jacques  
 

Flowers: Altar & Pedestal Mrs Joan Bolton  
 Linen Chest Mrs Jean Smith 
 

 
 

www.ststephensblackburn.org 
 

We are now online!!  For those who use computers, it is now possible, using 
the above Web address, to see details of our Church and activities on our 
website.  The Church Magazine will be shown online (this may be an abridged 
version), but we will still be producing hard copies of the full version and 
sending them out to all on our mailing list as usual. 
 

mailto:revjmacholc@gmail.com
http://www.ststephensblackburn.org/


 

St Stephen’s Church 
 

Barbeque 
 

 
 
 

Saturday 15
th
 September  

 
2pm 

 
All welcome 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Please could I have notes and articles for the November and December 
2018 magazine by Saturday 20th October 2018. 
Thank you. 
e-mail: ststephensmagazine@gmail.com 


